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‘48 FISH GATGH I-N U. S. TOTALS k$ 
BILLION LBS.; SAN PmRo TOP PORT 

1948 was a healthy year for the U. S. fishing industry, according to statistics 

release today by the-Fish and Wildlife Service. The total commercial catch was 

normal, but fishermen received a reGOrd income, production of canned and frozen 

fish was high, and consumption of fishery products in the United States increased. 

U.-S. fishermen landed 4.5 billion lbs. of fishery products during the year 
(ri00ra catch: 1941 h 5.2 billion'lbs,), Value of the total catch exceeded 1947’s 
record income of $302 million. The catch w~.processed into products retailed at 
about $1 billion, the Service eetimated. 

San Pedi?o, Calif., remained the nation's top fishing port, recordinglandings 
sf 460 million lbs, of fish, principally pilchard (@rdines), tuna, and mackefel; . 

-valued at $30 million to the fishermen. Gloucester, Mass., with landings of ?50 
million lbs,, chiefly rosefish,'valued at $11 million, was the second leading fish- 
ing port, in total volume of the catch, 

San Diego, Galif;, and Boston, Mass .# were tied for third place, both record- 
ing landings of 200 millian lbs. of fish* Landings at San Diego, chiefly tuna, were 
valued at $35 million (making it the first port with respect to the value of the 
catch). Boston's landings; principally haado& and cod, were valued at $16 million. 

Landings of.menhaden, used almost entirely in the manufacture of meal and oil, 
amounted to 9 0 million lbs,, 
were saLm4xi, .t.o 

the top catch for on,e species. Next in total catches. 
0 million lbs., and Pacific coast pilchard, 360 'million lbs,' 

Record catches of rosefish (2% million lbs,) a&tuna (326 million lbs,)- were 
made in 1948. 

The year's pack of canned fishery products was about 750 million lbs., about 
the same as in 19hT. A record 2gQ million lbs. of frozen fishery products were pro- 
auced, Production of fish meal totalled 186,000 tons, about the same as in the 
previous year; of fish oil, 15 million gallons, slightly less thanl$+7~s.productioa . 

%timates placed the consumption of fishery'products in the United States at 
11 lbs. (edible weight).per person during the year. Domestic markets for fresh end 
frozen fishery products are increasing, the Pish a&d WildlifeService declared.2, ' 
‘,ecause of 'improved handling f&i%iti&~and practices, which now Go&nit wide distri-‘ 
mtion to inland areas. 
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